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We are at the end of the first half term already! The children have settled in so well. They have made lots of new friends and have been learning all the new routines. It was great to see lots of you at parents evening and share with you how well everyone is doing. Thank you for your ongoing support as we all find our feet and settle into the new school year. With this newsletter you will find a phonics sheet to show you the sounds and phrases the children have been learning in phonics. You will also find a half term homework sheet with some ideas for activities.
[image: ]Our topic in Autumn 2 will be…. Who’s your Hero?  
We will be learning about real life heroes and all the incredible people who help us every day. We will also be joining Supertato on some of his important missions, making comic strips and designing capes, along with much more!
To introduce our new topic, on Tuesday 11th November we would like to invite the children to come to school dressed as a hero of their choice. This could be a real-life hero such as a doctor, a superhero like Superman or a hero that they have completely made up! We have some spare costumes available to borrow, although children do not need to dress up if they feel uncomfortable doing so.
There are lots of celebrations during next half term, along with focussing on Superheroes, we will also be learning about Bonfire night, Remembrance Day and of course Christmas!
Can you help?
Are you a real-life hero or do you know someone who is? Would you be able to spare some time and come in to talk to the children about your job and what you do? If this is something you could help us with please could you let your child’s class teacher know by Wednesday 5th November.
As part of our Superhero topic we will be designing a new cape for Supertato. To do this we will be testing lots of different materials to find out what would make the best cape! If you have any old/scrap materials that you would be happy to donate to support our creativity we would be extremely grateful!
As the weather gets colder we will still be using our outside area. You may want to send your child in with a hat, gloves and scarf. Please can we remind you to label EVERYTHING to make sure nothing gets lost.
Reminder – Monday 3rd November  - INSET DAY
                      Tuesday 11th November – Superhero dress up day
                      

Our Curriculum in Autumn 2 
 
 
	Personal, Social, Emotional Development 
	We will continue to use the Jigsaw learning resource. This half term the focus is My family and me. The children will spend time discussing making friends, falling out, bullying and being the best friend we can be.  
 

	 
Communication and Language 
	We will continue to use our thinking hats to support our discussions around lots of different learning areas.  
 

	Physical Development 
	PE will continue to take place on a Monday afternoon with a PE coach.  
 

	 
Literacy 
	Literacy will be a mix of all our celebrations this half term. We will read and write about bonfire night, Diwali, Remembrance Day, superheroes and Christmas.  
 
Children will also begin to work in Phonics groups suited to their ability. This will mean that some children will begin to bring home a reading book matched to the phonics group they are in. Please do not worry if your child does not bring home a reading book at first. Books are not sent home until they reach a certain group and have started blending sounds to read words. Please continue to share books at home and reading for pleasure.    
 

	 
 
Mathematics 
	In maths we will continue to explore numbers up to 5 and what makes that number. We will compare amounts and look at whole numbers and parts of the numbers. We will also spend time exploring shapes.  
 

	 
 
Understanding the world 
	We will be exploring magnets. The children will be challenged to find things that magnets stick to and use the power of magnets to make a superhero fly. The children will also be learning the nativity story.  
 

	 
Expressive Art and Design 
	In art this half term we will be planning and making superhero capes for Supertato and making Christmas cards and calendars.   
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